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AT, TLATAT 3T ST HATAT
CRIEISCRTRIN))

e
TE faweft, 24 9=TE, 2025
T3, 3462(3T).—FH 1T TLHT, TeIT TAHTT TTTeraHeor a9, 2024 (R T8 Ta7d 3<% a9 Fgr
TAT 8) & a9 3 % @< (T) & AT If5d, TET STAFH Y TTrerheor dta=a, 2005 (2005 FT 24) #HT 92T 3
& TN o AT H, TH&T AT @I A 6l STAPTT TSATAAT (oreqH TRAThReT, o, qefoher, € 41 i Fxid
TALHTT G ATAITST HIS 3T S oTfaet 8 o fosT (3eT) 3w areT (39) "ae+ 1 At # % o
Aaferiad amt 29t frgia afega =t &

1. e aT SR YR~ (1) 37 wwiast® MaEial 7 Sier T8 SHET J7 @1 S 60f Tahd T Al o
S ST 4T Hadw F fAfAataT # F o anteets i, 2025 2
(2) T TSI | Ik THAH il ARG & T 210

5026 G1/2025 @)
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2. G AT G T T TAHY TSATCAAT & ot AT I § Ge F g smae g AMeEs.- (1) ARE a1 805
TEAT THE IT Hh AT A9 AT AT FH IcATaH TS AT ATHIAAT AT FRATT IT I2RAT AT SFlohe
Tt 3k =T & A 9 7 stfarswfara Iferam & sy srees weqa |
(2) SATAEH & AT TIRTECHAL, SCATEA ATAT, ST FIAAT, TS Goid, AT AT AT
TS T ZATT gU U faeqa TR RATE T&qa il SITusir|
(3) wTfersReor gTT wTtergd Aterer aor 3<% Rt & F=w 10 7 stferenfa wiEHar & Jqamw sare &1
TALTeT0T T ST FIHET IT @TE ST 0l TRATRST AT AATRT AT | d1 offe AT Gt & o #e 7
THTS T SUITHAT o Hael | STIAT STALHT o STLTT T 6ol T U AL THISAT ] TSI HTA 6 (o0
ITFErsReoT & |i=ra g smaeat < = B S
3. T T~ (1) THAT T-FATAF [GETIT FT ITAN Fd T UF Adgradr dAeqa o sroqr, Sas
THE AITd-TTETI =, HTHTST S¥ ST{aeh ATIGE] I ATIH (RAT STTUAT, T q13e il TSTa-1aierg
AFLTFRATH BT TAT AT ST &6 ST AT TR AT TR FU TG g1 6 g qrifeatas o,
ST IO, Tgd ST SORTECHFAL ol ITASHAT 6 AT T GATIAT HIZE! HT SATHAT (HAT ST Fohl

(2) ST FedAL * [T =TT T AT AT MEIE qAq AT AT Ay, e 9=t i eogar ar
TRETAT =R g1 a7 [Mefead G e g, sTi:-

(F) T ATATHE ITATEA o AT U HALT o [oI0 ITIH Taecal Harad TSIl 6 LT I dga< al;
(@) JEaTad e G994 Aq1e & Maeadt o # fRA-afdfad & HIfET i v@vae gaeq w17 & o
qHZ T T AT A7 SIET A gAgr Iuerey gAM;

(1) AT ITATEA HI IS T o S 6 (0 Tt G2 T aad e Iuaed gl ;

() HAT AT AT GA-QISAT AATIF FLAAT ITH & &, FTAT1 T AL 6 (oI0 Gef THxT &A1 HT AT
T TRAT ST T &

(F) WEAH T IATATATE AT AT TS ST [OTAAT AT I STHTE & {Th & Jga? g,

(F) ®TH AYE, TEeH, e, aaedr v Taarelt s 9g= AT Tl

(F) &= HIS T & IaTg i I AT FU-sf=trs sraferg Fega & 37 gim;

(ST) ST TSAT AT ATIcEAeh! TR AT 3777 TS TS Ta T G TgAT M0 FH1ad Sl 9% 3=
e T

(F) TA—F TIA H FIT &5 FT HIHHT THAT ST F dahieqsd ITART 92 A= Fd g S a7 A= 17
7 BT T HEATT I Tgaae AT ST,

() Gof TR | ol AT TATHT I AT SHTAT 6 T -2 <R o | =fema e sowm;
(2) THET T G T HT TOAAT FT ol AT I HILT HEMT, THATEL, A AT ToT I § ITIH
TATAT O T3t SITuwT, e A 10 e IRug 7 92T @ 6o ag-TgiT TgTanTe STaient
HEATT AT AT 3T SHATRIE SATHATT THE AT A Fa T LR GEATHT FTT T3 A1 3T ag
AT LT % AT T =T AT SO,

(3) a1 TLHRTT AT T TLRTT AT AL GIT ATAFA Hhls S3o AT T e, i< a1 &9 qgrEar
TG T T <TAT T IT AT FUF ScATEH TSAT AT IETATEAT AT FRATET A7 STATHAT 7 SFhhel

st &1 fafers -Mert ar ST ST & A7 ST T Aafed H, Tl e sl a7 9
Tad THTZAT F G207 o forT U erateq =oet a% 3= 7 99,
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(3) 9HE qe & AT FifeFeaare AE T2 F FH F & (o0, sl IT IF AL FHl HISET ATIOTH
forfeT s Ftags 7T, Aeeae, 91e i grad, srafre 5ot fAdga qizwe, wfaafera var geaasdfier &=,
AL AT SATLT AT TATSATS, TTSAATSAL, ThHIULH Tt tert, T eetas &9 & gaaasiie et
ATt 3 forw ATt &= & g% Tt 9 for s,

()T AT U Haedd & o7 ST ST FIiorel ATIES] il TAH HHAT A= &F T qreoft § [fde 6
STTORfY, ered: -

Tt
T AT e TIAW AT

(1) (2) (3)

1. o 7.5-8.5
2. = (Fefm/efex) 5-7

3. Fgurar (Fifidh) 15-35
4, qTet T qTaH (°C) 25-31

5. NO , (Fefum/Htex) <0.2

6. AT <0.1

(0T ) ST AT U HALH TIAT o (70 GATIL0T ATAGE AN AT A= «F 5 qreoft § [fdy &t sos,
FATT; -

|t
wH GEAT e TEAH AT
(1) (2) (3)
1. Zar it It (Hew/aee) 1-5
2. FH SAT § qIT 6F Tgrs () >5 Hiex (s wrtHT & o)
3. FH SATT § qIAT 6F Tgrs () >1 HieT (U I & for)
4. ST WAt (Fev/ae) 0.30-1.0

HT FACC & S Q.- (1) TH Gl THAT hof FALT FALEL AT TAL GoA THaT 6ol AAET FALL &
A= T LT ATH I | HIeT g

(2) G TG H sl HAGT TUTAT, TOTAT % 19 T I8 Aae Fafod drag § arem 7gl Srent|
T T HCIAT I TATIAT.- (1) FS HT AFR T BT AR, AFAITHRTE T TATHRIE GEAT ATRT
STT FAterd TSI 37T T % TI=T 2l

(2) STt T A THT T GLAT Fl TZILT G 6 11T hsll Al g LT 3T T HiAL % A1 S5 o
ST

(3) T F T TFST AT FeadTsse AT ITST AT IF T arel Tiet 120 ATy | F970 ST, S €
ST e AT 9% [T 3T ST T % 0 & Ao 0T T ST ioel, FAleiaorel sfiT gear & %
T 37 == arer il arRft 7 ST AT ST JeRaT 2

(4) ST F TH FI TATEeE TH AT FIEAT TAAd AT 93 F a7 STIh FAled T aHraq foar
STTORTT aTeF 9378 FA1eere Ward 33T ST @91

(5) ST T TIA-TATAE TR ATRAT T ST STOIT, I ThAERT &9 F A1 F0 Aq64T™ 7R
7 TAT O G % Tl T - TP AN ST eI AT aATHE ST St
ATHETT TR AT T HG T AT HEATAT FIT STSH T TeqIAT o ST I ST hl ST
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(6) ST T e 1T TLHIT AT 5T FLHTL AT T AT FIRT AHITGT ST 9T ARG €9 8 AT
e T worrett § afer s

(7) THATRT ITIHAT, FEAT AT TATAT AT F (T FAT FTIHT T AT HISET TIAarerdt & arer
T AT AT F SqEeT 9RuE I g G SO agEne SR Jer aT
IATAF T SHTRE AHLTT TRUT T T T AR GEATHT 6 TOHT F GIAfaae hofi ol
FETAT T&AT ST el 2|

(8) STt oY T7a 2T, ol HaAel THTeAT T TATALO(T A 1heor 3T Taee 3 St  arfafien geara
& T whid agaIdT AT F A | de T T AATL AT TS HAGT TR F AT Tehiahd
ER Sl

(9) Hafeia Aeferat & TR F F= 3T Teeft 3 Torer T el o o7 SUIRR ST 6 ST o |77 I
TAG THTSAT AT Y SATUIT|

(10) Tt FiY STeraryg TREATTAT T AT F 6 [o70 IF T Shea1 ) TA18 Ggad Gl &
GIREHECRERIRCICIEC I EL]

T AT U GAET GATAT o (AT GaheATehl AT 90 G .- (1) 3ol AT U9 Fae99 % o0 ITIH
2oft 77 At e gt 97 A= BT S, qur 39 STt rataear & STt e
TS | AT g, ST EATH T TR 3 T A=iet! g a7 ST 99a<or 98 7 T4 92q7 g
(2) T=ifEr & forw aer oSiisha w91 TERAT | ITH T S TTI-Hh SISl 6 gt START =647
SO

(3) Fgax wrfeaca & forw, or a9 § isr a4 FFA & forw 3-4 29 &t e Fars w1 =79+ Far
SO

(4) TtRT T, e Taed, TRT 6T TFHATH 3T ATTAY e qigd AT A3 FodL Tarhiel Hl

SATATHT SITORTT

(5) ST IT U HALT ZAHRTSAT I I AT bl AT EOT IT hol TFITHIT EIA & TTE TS T ST | e19d
TEL ot H feefadt aar Rt & o st & arer gwuiea B s arfs [ wr #r =i
FLA TR AR F T § ITAT ST Toh|

(6) T g=LT & ATT T Ther HIST &1 S IT U AT TEHL holl H FH GHT 6 (1T AR [T ST
FTRT qTreh IeTenl Taree eata a1 [MLreror ot ST oo It S| SHag T A1 A & a0 faars
T E, AT UH AT T TR Fh AT & qTAT T

(7) ST IT I AT THISAT H S ST T T (T AL & Tgol, TH QAT o ATATAL o6 AqHel a1dT STTIAT|
(8) FTHTLT o THI | T % [oIT, T[T | HARTHT AT T AT FHIT T TG T AT
5T ST F el /e - TP AR SRR ST 7 S5+ e s aqudm
TIREE AT 7T FH T ALRTE FEATAT & T | 3T STAT 6 A8 FLerd T & AT T (&A1 ST
T ZIe eIl AT U1 & sreemfy &9 F weria B smom)

(9) THIFT Tg-Tdt STAFT AT Tt ST T FAqFA TH(A o qEeAad TEAAT il TTATT Hl

EIGHESRERIRC IR
(10) STet IporaT, St fafererar wora 3 TnT ST T Aaieg At i St

(11) =TT 3 Srfers FSTR0T | F=AT G TAT ST=iT OTaT < Tl AT H AT Hl AT T 3 % o7
grfers T qrie ey u¥ A 2 i Rt i S
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7.

10.

T G- (1) TR I HT ITANT AT STUIT qT1h HT ATATALT § LT 21 AT e Ther w=is
g g1 @ (F7 oI aTel Fo g F 9T UFHEeT B Uote File FT TN I § Fa
JETAT T FHH FHEM)|

(2) ST wgferat okt | g AT TiAshet HIEH g1 T TT=1 T ATIHIT FH &7 97 FiS i 7T F7 FT A7
e

(3) IOy FeefY sraeTsRarTy AfHe weer ySTta, s, fArsTe Jwon $iY g swedt & A o
B g 3T T hiT T ITANT F7aT ST AR

ST FafAae iR S STYE T STAN.- (1) T 6 {6 TaTe H AT FT & o, s 1 9
ST T AHI-H97 9% AT HIT STOHAT 7 T % T Ta7g ST T 6 AR 6 T Foll
AT AT AT STl I IF ST AR 3 AT TEAT STUIATY

(2) AT FeEgT it AT FH LA, qheg T H doil AT TAT A AT o FTARTHAA o [oIT FTeT w1
IUAsY FI o forw srfafies s s=TT ST

(3) ST 3 SATAT ST T F ST T TATH Fleg 3T ATAHA F ATATETSTORT &l T 6 1w, =0 e
AT T HLAA T & AT ITYH ITHLOTN & IH 647 ST

(4) TERISTORT 92 i THTIAT T ITIRT 981 /AT ST

(5) HHT, A2 3% % "eani HT [Aaiaa [drer B smom

(6) YT FRT ATHITGT i T(IHe AT TAYE AT TSI AT STANT HICEThT SATerapTl AT
ASTAHT AT FHATT FHATRAT FTT AT TgETe T s

AT TN it TR 3T TR~ (1) TRafda ot sragr, O & #on o 3fa su=me i
TEATT FA & (o0 qeed 7 oo &9 & [deqor B @ =)

(2) VAT FT ATHITT TRUG AT AT AT SA=ATNF AT TUE AT TR FEATAT FIT
LTI T (T ocq 3T Feedl # YIALred f9qr 9@ a7 7 LA 9% [=a=7 % forg aifes
e FAETT TET ST

(3) freT off T F werw it Rafa &, o= FS0 AT UAT A IRT F AR AT USRS & fow
AT TU AT/ H T ATS A/ ELRTT HEATHT T AQLITHT STATLCHT IATT FIATT AT

(4) 3 ==t & Faw 18 & sufa=m (1) % @< (M) & wdia 7o fBfga afafvg siwdtr =7 & gt
TETY T UEHTSHIST USTee T ITANT THISTT | qgl FRIT ST

ETATRE.- (1) FET FT IS SATAF FF & T T AL o ool JT I HALT THISIT & il JTOIAT, ST
TarRaTstt ETRT ST it /T T sareT=haT u¥ Ad¥ FG(T 3T @0 g9 & F7971 # ol graee & qid
TS % FT ITT FEE S0

(2) AT=T TOheT ATHIET & ToIT graee & ATH |, foAT reft aafa & sl am STei & 9067 & graee 3%
Ieg, ST ATAT ST ST I[OTEAT SHAEAT o 9T TRAGH FIA T 4T T@T ST AT

(3) ST H AT g2 HeEAT I STTA ISTHLT AT ThF 1A & [HhTeAahe. (HHTar ST

(4) TT A3 TReT T A F THT THST STTUAT 3T T 6 A d1% 5 AHDIT T § T 64T
ST |

(5) T ETAEE T TTSAT ATSATL 6T AT ST TG ATST F AT IT TATS ST Tl T

(6) STSTTE T HIFT 3 SETT T ATATEF T ATTAF AT T T TISAT TS AT Fehel T S

(7) FZAT AT T TTH FIA o [oIT FET FT I HGIA T ol o 1Y % 0 Fies €T werferer
(-20 =t Frfewaa) & "ugid AT ST 9hat g
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11.

12.

w8 Jagd RS wT @@mE.- (1) F 47 99 & GT w2 arer At & fiw f ghe, =it
R, STt uraT AT, FET B G, ey gage, SE qrIeE, Th 3Ae, ST o
HTRTeT faawor st &1 Rere =T gl

(2) ToFETe T SITTersha ST AT SATAFET FIRT T ST 9T HBH Rahie Teqd HAT gl

srfasewor % forg sRa- =t srfersror & Afterr = gy et o ALTeror % e A srrfarsa
FIHFRATT F@T AT 8, AT LA T TET TAF ATFER0T AfEfagw, 2005 Fi¥ T 14 F s7efie
o7 fafga enfea srfafoa e afga wei® a1 J=d, MIe™ 7 7% F T 2

[T. 9. -1 903336/2/2024-‘5&@'@5 ("3—23648)]
I FATT wH TR, §< 9T

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(Department of Fisheries)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 24th July, 2025
S.0. 3462(E).—In pursuance of the provisions of section 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005

(24 of 2005), read with clause (m) of rule 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Rules, 2024 (hereinafter referred to
as the said rules), the Central Government hereby makes the following guidelines for regulating cage and pen culture of
marine or brackish water aquaculture species which includes, finfish, shellfish, seaweed and any other organisms
approved by the Central Government, namely:

1.

3.

Short title and commencement.- (1) These guidelines may be called the Guidelines for Regulating Cage and
Pen Culture of Marine or Brackish water Aquaculture Species, 2025.
(2)  They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Criteria for application for undertaking cage or pen culture of marine or brackish water aquaculture
species.- (1) Individual or self-help groups or joint liability groups or fish farmer producer organisations or
societies or farmers or entrepreneurs or technocrats, etc., shall submit an application in accordance with the
procedure laid down in rule 9 of the said rules.
(2) A detailed project report indicating the infrastructure, production capacity, technology support, employment
generation, economics of operation, etc., shall be submitted along with the application.
(3) The inspection team authorised by the Authority shall inspect the unit as per the procedure laid down in rule
10 of the said rules and based on its recommendation regarding the suitability of the site and unit for farming of
marine or brackish water finfish or shellfish or seaweed, etc., applications shall be processed by the Secretary of
the Authority, for consideration of the Authority for registering the cage or pen culture units.
Site selection.- (1) A feasibility study shall be carried out using marine geospatial analysis, incorporating major
physico-chemical, social, and biological parameters to ascertain species-specific requirements of the site and to
assess potential sites based on ecological suitability, water quality, accessibility, and infrastructure availability for
various types of mariculture practices.

(2) The site selected for cage culture shall be a sandy or silty bottom with good water clarity or transparency with

the following parameters, namely:-

(a) the suitable substrata for pen culture with good primary production is preferable based on the species
cultured;
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4.

(b)

(©
(d)

(e)
(f)
()]
(h)
(i)
@)
(k)

U]

(m)

(n)

(0)

a beach landing or jetty facility shall be available within close vicinity of the proposed cage culture site

for day-to-day feeding and maintenance management work;

a good road transport facility shall be available for transporting the fish yield to the market;

enclosed or semi-enclosed bays are highly preferred zones however open sea areas may also be selected

for cage culture;

areas with moderate wave action and free from silt deposits with good water quality are preferable;

accessibility or availability of farm inputs, transportation, marketing, watch and ward;

areas shall be away from freshwater runoff and domestic or agro-industrial effluent discharge;

potential sites identified by the research organisations or fisheries department or other government

agencies shall be considered;

the farming area in every site shall be demarcated by arriving at local or regional or stakeholder consensus

considering the alternative use of marine space;

open sea cage culture locations shall be earmarked with geographical boundaries with geo-location

tagging;
cage or pen culture of marine and brackish water fishes shall be taken up in suitable locations in estuaries,
backwaters, lagoons and coastal waters which shall be identified by the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes based on the oceanographic and carrying
capacity studies;
the Central Government or the State Government or any organisations or local bodies authorised by the
Government shall allocate the suitable sites to the individual or self help groups or joint liability groups
or fish farmer producer organisations or societies or farmers or entrepreneurs or technocrats, etc., with
specific geo-coordinates or geo-fencing to enable the authority to consider such allotted sites for
registration for cage or pen culture units;
to minimize conflicts of interest along the coastline, cage or pen culture shall be taken up in sites away
from existing commercial shipping and navigational lanes, areas designated for fishing, ports and
harbours, waste water discharge points, restricted defence sensitive areas, wave or tidal energy projects,
pipelines, recreational activities, ecologically sensitive areas, etc.;
optimum range of water quality parameters suitable for cage or pen culture shall be as specified in the
Table below, namely:-

Table
Serial number Parameters Optimum range

@) 0] ®)

1. pH 7.5-85

2. DO (mg/L) 5-7

3. Salinity (ppt) 15-35

4, Water temperature (°C) 25-31

5. NO; (mg/L) <0.2

6. Ammonia <0.1

environmental criteria optimum range for cage or pen culture sites shall be as specified in the table below,
namely:-
Table
Serial number Parameters Optimum range
@) 2 ©)
1. Wind speed (m/s) 1-5
2. Water depth (m) in low tide >5 meters (for cage farming)
3. Water depth (m) in low tide >1 meter (for pen farming)
4. Water current (m/s) 0.30-1.0

Spacing between cage clusters.- (1) The distance between one open sea cage culture cluster and another open sea

cage culture cluster shall be minimum five hundred meters.
(2) The open sea cage culture system shall not obstruct regular navigation between and within the system.
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7.

Cage structure and installation.- (1) Cage size and design shall be as square or rectangular or circular to suit the
species cultured and location.
(2) Cages shall be designed with hand rail and buoyant collars to support the net and worker’s safety.
(3) Cage frames shall be made of wood or galvanised iron pipes or high-density polyethene material, depending
on the location and investment plan and high-density polyethene material may be used to fabricate cage frames to
have long durability, floatability, and sturdiness.
(4) Cage frames shall be supported with appropriate floats made of plastic drums or fibre reinforced plastic barrels
to provide sufficient floatation.
(5) Cages shall be moored with site-specific anchoring materials technically vetted by the institutes under the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology
or Council of Scientific and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes based on the bathymetric
studies.
(6) Cages shall be moored individually or in a grid mooring system in the locations approved by the Central
Government or the State Government or local bodies.
(7) Submersible cages may be promoted in consultation with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research or
Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research or other Central Government Institutes for the technical suitability, sturdiness and operational
convenience and without hindering the existing activities of the selected location.
(8) Wherever possible, cage culture units shall be integrated with seaweed rafts and oyster or mussel culture rafts
under integrated multi trophic aquaculture for environmental mitigation and additional production of extractive
organisms.
(9) Pen culture units shall be established with appropriate size of net mesh to avoid escape of cultured fish and to
prevent the entry of predators.
(10) Pen culture units should be installed with adequate support materials to withstand the adverse agro climatic
conditions.
Technical Guidelines for cage or pen culture operations.- (1) Native or non-invasive species suitable for cage
or pen culture shall be considered duly prioritising the species having market demand, resilient to local conditions
and have low environmental impact.
(2) Only healthy and pathogen-free seeds from registered farms or nurseries shall be used for stocking.
(3) For better survival, seed length of 3-4 inches shall be selected for the open sea cage culture program.
(4) Grow out culture protocols including stocking density, feed management, disease prevention, and waste
management shall be adopted.
(5) Cage or pen culture units shall be supported with units for captive nursery rearing in land-based tanks or in
happas or nursery cages installed in coastal waters near to the cage farming site to rear the fish fry to stockable
size fingerlings.
(6) Fish seeds brought from the approved hatchery have to be acclimatized in tanks or pens or nursery cages for
a shorter period to observe their health condition. If abnormal behaviour or infection symptoms are noticed, such
seeds have to be isolated and reared separately.
(7) Before stocking of the seed into the cage or pen culture units, it shall be acclimatised to the cultivating
environment.
(8) To avoid the spread of diseases, seeds infected with pathogens shall be safely discarded or stocked temporarily
in small cages or pens after appropriate treatment in consultation with the institutes under the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes.
(9) Adoption of sustainable practices such as integrated multi-trophic aquaculture or any other environmental
friendly approaches shall be encouraged.
(10) Regular monitoring of water quality, biodiversity impacts, and disease outbreaks shall be done.
(11) Over stocking of seeds shall be avoided and growth rate on a fortnightly or monthly basis to be monitored
to finalise the good quality and right quantity of feed.

Feed management.- (1) Optimal feed shall be used so as to improve the farming environment and ensure
healthy fish stock (use of extruded formulated pellet feed instead of low value fish will reduce organic matters
in water).
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(2) Feed quantity has to be reduced when the fishes are under stress or during rough weather or during low water
temperature.

(3) The nutritional requirements vary with different fish species, sizes, growth stages and feeding habits and
accordingly feeds shall be used.

Net exchange and use of aquaculture inputs.- (1) To ensure free flow of water, the cage or pen nets shall be
cleaned periodically and inner and outer nets of the cages shall be exchanged with higher mesh size for free
flow of water and according to the size of the fish.

(2) Spare cages shall be maintained to thin down the stocked fish and to accelerate the growth rate and to provide
more space for movement of the fishes.

(3) To prevent biofouling of algal growth and barnacles on cage nets and cage frames, it shall be cleaned
manually or with appropriate equipment at regular intervals.

(4) Antifouling paints and chemicals shall be avoided.

(5) Regular inspection of mooring, net and raft components shall be done.

(6) Feed supplements or inputs or additives approved by the Authority shall be used as recommended by the
fisheries officials or scientists or technical staff.

9.Prevention and treatment of fish diseases.- (1) Fish shall be observed regularly to identify altered swimming

10.

11.

12.

behaviour, diseases causes and appropriate treatments.
(2) Stocking density as recommended by Indian Council of Agricultural Research or Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research or Government institutions and nutritious feed shall be maintained to boost resistance in the
fish and to control fish diseases.
(3) In case of any disease outbreak, remedial measures as recommended by ICAR/CSIR/Government
institutions shall be adopted to prevent the spread to other cage or pen culture units.
(4) Prohibited pharmacologically active substances and antimicrobial agents as prescribed under clause (c) of
sub-rule (1) of rule 18 of the said rules shall not be used in the units.
Harvesting.- (1) Harvesting of fish shall be done partially or fully from the cage or pen culture units depending
on the market demand and requirement by the vendors and icing shall be done immediately after the harvest to
prevent the spoilage.
(2) In case of harvest for live fish marketing, care should be taken to harvest fish from the cages or pens without
any injury and transport them with proper aeration and water quality arrangements.
(3) The fish grown in the cage shall be harvested by lifting of net and taking the fish with scoop nets.
(4) The grown-out fish shall be harvested in the early hour’s day and stored in cold brine immediately after
harvest.
(5) Total harvest can be planned based on the market demand and secured order.
(6) Periodical and partial harvesting may also be planned based on market demand.
(7) The harvested fish may be stored in a cold storage facility (-20°C) for a short period of up to two months to
have a better market rate.
Maintenance of farm management records.- (1) Cage or pen culture farmers shall maintain records on
procurement of seed, stocking density, water quality parameters, feeding quantities, health management,
growth parameters, inputs used, harvesting and marketing details etc.
(2) The farmer shall produce the farm records on demand by the authorised personnel or officials.

Penalty for violation.- If any unauthorised practice is noticed during the inspection of the units by the
inspection team of the Authority, the inspection team may confiscate, dispose of or destroy the stock, including
imposing penalties as prescribed under section 14 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005.
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