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TN, 9 AR TAGTY qRAdT HATAT
srfeg=T

T2 faeett, 29 FawIT, 2023

FAT. 5075(31).—a (F¥eA0 U gaee), dAfgfaasd, 1980 (1980 +T 69) (THF TAT T
ATy F &7 | JIa) i a7 2 T IT-ATT (2) TgIiSd g 3 (1) FIRT =T TREAT FT TTRT F2d
TU, F5id qEh Magat ofiT ordi &1 [Miee F7d g0 UagrT U el ST Fdl 8, e TeqeiT s
T Fgd TA-TLEA, A, ST T e 007 ST el ST TAEAT FT -a9 FAFATT 6 &9 § qgl AT
STTORTT| 36 ATATATH T g7 2 1 ITETT (2) F 3T 6 ATAR ge I A=A Fd a0/ 7T T AT
T TTSF &=, 9T ot ATHAT BT, G134 (Aaedl sfi¥ orat &7 I 6T S[Tus:

1. a9 IH ¥ @9 Y51 & TATaT ST [G2d T30, TaT Fehr G211 i STIAT, T A3,
YA AT TG STHT AR TETeHE TRATSHATEA & (o0 70 ST aTer qaeqvnl, s Faeq9n aigd, i1
T T ATAL TATSHAT o6 ®F H Tl AAT STOAT ST T 1o T TAeA0 § a9 G F7 @< 7 FaAv f
TS ATTHS A2l § ST TTAtatd FT1 Fgel ATSAT H 9TF FLT AT FAT AT AU Fied-gied &
I29T TH HHT g1 TAT, a9 A F Toer TAqT UH TG00 F 6 (o7 Fared TR Tsiel geT
AT a9 ATAA|, 1927 a7 HTAd ST a9 ATAAIH F Tgq ToF a9 [ wT it 99 Aot
T T SO

2. AT YA & o0 aq s § qaervr, Sad aiw grer v Gienr aur w5t 7 gare F R a9 9
T G ATHA g, Fl Gd qoh AL TATST Al FHT SITUAT ST T 1o UH T § Tid 10 a7 et
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10.

11.

12.

H 4 <9 AT % 25 T g1 AT THIT TI&07 o HIE § T a1 et 7 6.5 == =419 & 80 &1fe grer
F qIeA S 3T & forw wearfera aweq &= & 100 Faat it Fars orftae Agt g1 100 ¥ srfersw gt
# TS /AT g 10 =t Bt # 4 <91 =379 % 25 & wfars 9 grer a1 afa &t ol § 6.5 <= =
% 80 ¥ TfarT & «rfe grer it AT aror ywarat & forw s+ ey & agd Fa e &1 @

SATHIE AUTerd g

TSI G 9gf 6T T 39 sTeavurTena fSfenT, s aRormaeasT T 91 a9 qff S # et
qiEde grar g 3T 7 & grEgrTad T IcaTad, il Sad AT HIT Hif =T 2 FHl IT-&MT (2) *
AT F FE &F JTURAT|

TS ALHT A G ST &7 TATHT A1 & AEGaT Fl T&qd Hd & (o0 HATAT G FAhiera
HISET TI=T T ITANT T A U TEATAT F ATHIEA g Fraarar Sad Aiafaaw v ey 2 Fir
ST (2) % STLATE TRALT T I FhT 0T

I & S T I, TFS( 1 AT, are Rorat, s Aierm<i anfe § gihs F g9+ &
T e Tderor T2 AT ST == ¥ gerrar o= fAswrETens afiEsEret F o afe et o
e, T G, TEE Fsid g€ At 9@ AqQAd AT 39 599 H g dh gl SRl
femfaaert % srgam T SToem

T[T GEHIT IT §F ToT & TATET TEATAT Tl T FHA AT TR Heed qTAT 3 ATAHIH % Jaa
I ZEATAL & HATerd AIAT il [HHeT a7 A ATHT % H1eqH F I 9T F1AaATe! AT e
HET a9 §3&h, a9 a9 THE AT 0t ATTFET, B SAqaET 989 Fd & o0 s G3hT 91 §9
T[T & TATET FIET ATAFHA AT ST Tl 8, FT TG JTH FA % (0 & o0, 77 § 77 37 a9
TeTH T 6 ATHTLL Al AT HT ThdT g

TAAU H FeAT T FeTs ATHA BI 6 AIH |, 6T o6 ¥ [Miae gy w3 8, s=ar oSt 10 a9t
= o U 9l % T@ra@rd df AR & A=A G a7 g 100 e i SAtesmad AT % Al &
FATHLIT HT ARTT T SFIATT FHRAT| 5T T T G T & TATHA, ST AT ATHAT g1, Tg
AT T T 9Tl F TRE® d-gid &A1 AT ATh T a9 JiH 9% FH AT § {7 U
fEer & S| 9T ST

AT FALOT 6 AT H, TATFRAT TSTET 9T1E Bl A3 o ITE &l el Grel 3 L9907 hl AW 6 q1-
AT 10 FUT o TorT UH qTef T T@a@Td A0Td T g9 HT| 15T qERTE Tg A r20d Hil (o aget
TS FRTIET T START 13 AT F [ATE F S Ak 8 a7 &1 § AT w1 SR Fe
F foro o sovm)

9 g F A qaet qaau & qag H Faer aqq goF (TAET) a5t ST ST % g
TATE &, ST I &7 grer 0.1 FFeAT ITAT AT 8 F ST 9T TS 79T & GTd § STHT 63T ST0A,
AT T Hd THT TATHT Toret gRT ITd T 0.1 AT &= | et off foear & aw #

[enN o
SUESRERIBSIRUL

TR TSTET & qGA TT TIATTH el T TR TTAILH a0 [HE Taed sfiT TS Srrerehao
FRT YETad Hatad T 7 89 TF &7 TATHA & 157 T IZh aiwaul [\ TFee 3fiT Al
ITFErReoT & T | ST 3T ST

I AT FT =T 2 T IT-gRT 1 F @ (i) F dgd @S \euer & T g6 a9 Gy &
ATAAT g AqHIET ITH 0 S % AT § TATET 6l AW 6 (70 JEgetl ST aret gaereT,
ATdaT ZRIT 3fT STHT AT T AT T IFT IR FH AT AT AT AT TAGTET F T1
i BT sroem

FT T F I ITIRT § T A7 Tt aRade i aaEta a8t &F STuIt q9equr wEsarar w
STATHAT TSTHT T AT €9 & F7aT SITUAT 3T Fae797 T F3 & 918, a9 A F [T&GE AT
SITURTT 3% THehT g FRafa § sgrer T ST
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13.  TATFRAT TSl HefAT 3T ATHRIAT & TEgT & o0 HIS[ET a9 HEai H STANT HT 37T a7 & #
TILAT FF o (1T a9 & § TATFAT USTET gTT AT T 97 7% "q 1 =uior /gt frar smom)
T T TTASHAT o AT |, TATFAT TSTHT, AT T F FefAT o AT 7 qag e
FMT

14,  TATHT TSTHT FF % TR S H 09 THE a9 & § qaeqv/sT=auvy/sEHaT qaeq0 gq 57 aeae
AT T TST & TLATEA o AT ATHRTL, ST S ATHAT BT, T FAwga T ST T8 g |

15.  SATEAT USHT & a9 T STATS F SiET qEA w1 [F ST TRT BT TR TSHT T &7 a9 A
SATEr % 3TET T FHTH 0F AT T Al o0 ST o HIHS § T AT T O & J9ra+ g7 ={7u
T STIHET T TE HHT STUAT ST a9 G FT Fooll ST a7 [G90T T o o1 Sy =,
T[S FLHTT AT € ST & TIATEA, THTHT TSl FIRT TRASET & 0% I7 T g4 | o % o
Fe ST STE FTT TEIT FIA 6 AT T8 AATE FT TF AT 9 T T8 T gl

16. I ATATATT F Ioere & FaTerd qae0 y=qral 92 FETan Fars i JTosf

() % ATARTH F Ioaad § Gared a9 T & a0, SFd ATe=aq 0 gT 2 H IT-4TT
(2)  SUSHT % Tgd ATHA qG! [T SITUI AT UH TEqTal il ATAHIAR % Tgq hg TR 6
FTATAL ATHTET g TEq AT STUIT

Forq T v yeqrE, A Sty i gy 2 i ST-aT (2) F odgd WA
TLHRTT AT T TS &7 TLHA T2 I =T sqrad & 0, TRASHET H1 9% Fh
TATFAT USTHT ZIET ATQ Iectad AT SITar g, TF I7 9 15T & TATHH 1T §A1AT g
ST |97 fRerf==elt & AT ST Suae & sTeefid gil

(ii) T FTATAT IT 3% SU-FATAT, 15T GLHTE T §F 17 &7 Joma, o srfgswme e o
T ATATAIH F Ioeaa & Haferd TedqTd ofdT g, 9 AT IH HT T 3F ¥ 3 &
SUEHl T TH Hag H hald T g AT Gq QAT F AT Ieeraahad st %
&g FIHAT FTLATS FA

17. 15T FLHRTE T | 5T &5 TATHA, STET AT HIHAT 81, a9 &1 § &0 o o0 sqafa a2 o= wa
q qF, U GG 9T TAT A0] 7 G971 3fT I dgd a0 0 [FI87 % Iqael i i o7
AT AT F

18. 3 &1 § T HATId FeA o (o107 &F T2 TATTAT F Fatara i srfaweon £t wrartzar s

SSH & FEAGA, T R0 T STAHTEHAT T TIATT, TR TStet g7 Toqa et fare et &1
ST AT ToF FRT AT T 19T & TATHAT 5T TRa90 e U< {qere a7 s

19. ITST TIHIT AT HH ST &1 TATHA A TAFAT TSidT TAF a9 FH F FH T G1< a9 IH 6 START
FT AqATT &0 AT TS T AT 6 TAITAT 0l T w7 3T Ut At e & o wia
AT % GIT o (70 TREer 92 TOere &l SATUIHT| 7 TR Al [\ 6 G0 q1< el & STqarae
H FrE FHT qE AT G, qT I TH A" F Feald G g7 SR §9q Rer-AEet ® aEr
AT T T o Tory Gafera IrfaerrRat & eqm | S S A1t u)

20. T a1 stafaae, 1927 (1927 FT 16), T a9 ATAad a7 a7 (Fe0r Ug gae+) sfafaamg,
1980 & waferd fordT qT F FIXOT HHaHATST AT AT a1 {7 Faeft sarai a¢ U 7l |
TR FATATATN/ATFHLOT o AN o SATHTL FILATS il SATUIN

21, HALAT T STANT AT ST ATAT TEATAT o 0 i fafares fRerfa sroiatda w2

22. T[T EHIT AT §F 15T &7, Id ATAIH FT g7 2 F¥ IT-GTT (2) F qgd QU TT FTHEAT 6l THh
T TS FIOA ST HATAT o &= T HATAT AT 1T ALRIE FIET GAAT, Ao e et gg
AT ST 9T T&qTAl 37T UH Seen 7 AT T T&qd HaT|
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23.

24.

HATAT T &3 FIATAL, TS TLHIT AT T TST &3 T TG 6l T IqeAsel TAAT o6 AT 9T AT
TRAer UT IUs FAAT % ATHTL, I ATATHAT F TG ITAET o ATATAT g UH TEATAT AT FHIAT
FT AT ST 39 dgd AT HY Tl gl

FETT TCHRTY, IFT AT T 4T 3(7T) F TBT ST ACHIL AT T T & vorrae A ey ot
TS & 3Fd AT F Frateaas # forw wrdiweor ar A, S oft 5w RarfRcent g9y ®
ATFTF B, T FT Tl g

[, &, T - 11/61/2021-T]
THT FHIT IO, a7 AT

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 29th November, 2023

S.0. 5075(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 2 read with section 3 C of

the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, (69 of 1980) (hereinafter referred to as said Adhiniyam),
the Central Government hereby issues an order specifying the terms and conditions, subject to which any survey, such
as, reconnaissance, prospecting, investigation or exploration including seismic survey, shall not be treated as non-
forest purpose. These terms and conditions shall be followed by the State Government or Union territory
Administration while considering exemptions provided under sub-section (2) of section 2 of the said Adhiniyam,
namely:-

1.

Surveys, including seismic surveys other than for mining purposes, to be undertaken in the forest lands for
developmental projects such as hydro-electric projects, establishment of wind energy farms, transmission lines,
railway line, etc. shall not be treated as non-forest purpose as long as these surveys do not involve any breaking
of forest land or cutting of trees and operations are restricted to clearing of bushes and lopping of trees branches
for purpose of sighting. However, prior permission of the State Forest Department under the Indian Forest Act,
1927 (16 of 1927) or the State Forest Act will be obtained by the user agency concerned for entry and carrying
out such surveys in the forest lands.

Surveys in the forest lands for mining purposes which involve breaking of forest land by way of drilling the bore
holes and digging the trenches, such as for mining, shall not be treated a non-forest purpose as long as such
surveys involve felling of up to hundred trees in the entire areas proposed for survey and drilling of twenty five
boreholes of four inch diameter per ten square kilometre or eighty shot holes of 6.5 inch diameter per square
kilometre in case of seismic surveys. Proposals involving felling of more than hundred trees or drilling of more
than twenty five bore holes per ten square or more than eighty shot holes of six inch diameter per square
kilometre shall require prior approval of the Central Government under the Adhiniyam.

Exploratory drilling of Petroleum Mining Leases, neither resulting into permanent change in the forest land use
nor in production of hydrocarbon, shall also be exempted from the provisions of the sub-section (2) of section 2
of the Adhiniyam.

The State Government and Union territory Administration shall use the existing Forms developed by the Central
Government for submission of proposals, and such proposals shall be processed for approval on the PARIVESH
(ProActive and Responsive facilitation by Interactive and Virtuous Environmental Singlewindow Hub) Portal in
the light of sub-section (2) of section 2 of the Adhiniyam.

No surveys for mining of minerals shall be undertaken in the protected areas such as National Parks, Wildlife
Sanctuaries, Tiger Reserves, Tiger Corridors. Survey in the protected areas for developmental projects other
than mining shall be undertaken only after obtaining the approval of the Standing Committee of the National
Board for Wildlife or as per the guidelines issued by the Central Government in this regard.

The State Government or Union territory Administration may authorise an officer not below the rank of the
Deputy Conservator of Forests to receive and accept the proposals and process them through the Nodal Officer,
dealing with the matters related to land transfer under the Adhiniyam for obtaining the approval of the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests, Head of Forest Force or an officer as may be authorised by the State Government
or the Union territory Administration to grant approval.



[$TRT [I—=vE 3(ii)] T T TSI © T 5

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

In case the surveys involve felling of trees, as specified above, the user agency shall pay the cost of afforestation
of trees, to the extent of hundred tree per bore hole along with maintenance cost of such plants for ten years.
The State Government or the Union territory Administration shall ensure that the plants are planted on
abandoned bore-hole areas or in the degraded forest land as per prescriptions given in the working plan.

In case of seismic surveys, the user agency shall bear the cost of plantation of two tall plants near the shot hole
site along with the maintenance cost of such plants for ten years. The State Government shall ensure that the
money charged shall be used to supplement plantation in degraded forest areas as per working plan
prescriptions.

The Net Present Value, in respect of surveys, involving breaking of forest land, shall be charged and deposited
into the account of State Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority on the basis of
impact area of a bore hole which is observed to be 0.1 ha per bore hole. Any variation from 0.1 ha area per
borehole shall be informed by the user agency at the time of submission of the proposal.

Compensatory levies realised from the user agency shall be deposited into the account of the State
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority of the State or Union territory
Administration, managed by the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority.

The amount to be realised towards the cost of Net Present Value shall be non-refundable and the said deposited
amount of Net Present Value shall be adjusted against the estimated Net Present Value to be levied, in case
approval is obtained for the diversion of the same forest land for mineral extraction, under clause (ii) of
sub-section 1 of section 2 of the Adhiniyam.

No permanent change in the land use of the forest land shall be allowed. The Survey activities shall be carried
out by the user agency temporarily and after completing the survey, the forest land will be reclaimed and
restored to its original state.

The user agency shall use the existing forest roads for the transportation of machineries and materials and no
new or fresh road will be constructed by the user agency in the forest area for undertaking surveys in the forest
areas. The user agency shall also ensure the transport of machineries and materials manually in case of
non-availability of roads.

The user agency shall submit a detailed plan of operation for prospecting or exploration or seismic survey in the
entire forest area prior to the start of work to the Nodal officer of the State Government or the Union territory
Administration.

The user agency shall commence and complete the surveys within a period of two years. In case, no
commencement or completion of surveys work is undertaken by the user agency within a period of two years,
the approval granted by the State or Union territory Administration shall stand rejected and the possession of the
forest land will be taken over by the local Forest Department. However, the State Government or the Union
territory Administration subject to submission of valid and cogent reasons for delay in commencement or
completion of the project beyond two years by the user agency, can extend the period by another year.

Surveys proposals, involving violation of the Adhiniyam shall be dealt with in the following manner, namely:-

0] Surveys in the forest land involving violation of the Adhiniyam shall not be covered under the
provisions of sub- section (2) of section 2 of the Adhiniyam and such proposals shall be submitted for
ex-post facto approval of the Central Government under the Adhiniyam:

Provided that proposals, where approval under sub-section (2) of section 2 of the Adhiniyam is
under consideration of the State Government or Union territory Administration and a violation is
committed by the user agency by commencing the project work, shall be subjected to the penal
provisions by the State or Union territory Administration, as per the relevant provisions made by the
Central Government in this regard,;

(i) Regional Office or their Sub-Offices, State Governments or the Union territory Administrations,
under whose jurisdiction, the proposal involving violation of the Adhiniyam falls, shall take legal
action against the offenders in accordance with the provisions of Section 3A and 3B of the Adhiniyam
and the relevant guidelines issued by the Central Government in this regard;

The State Government or Union territory Administration prior to considering permission for surveys in the
forest areas, shall ensure fulfilment and compliance of the provisions of all other Acts and rules made
thereunder, as applicable to such surveys.

Detail of proceedings of the various authorities such as minutes of the meetings, copies of approvals granted,
monitoring reports submitted by the user agency, pertaining to permissions granted for conducting survey in the



THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(ii)]

19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

forest areas, shall be uploaded on the PARIVESH portal by the State Governments or the Union territory
Administration.

The State Government or Union territory Administration and the user agency shall monitor, at least once in
every year, the compliance of conditions imposed while allowing the non-forestry use of forest land and a copy
of such monitoring report shall be uploaded on PARIVESH portal for future references. Non-compliances, if
any, observed during such monitoring, should be brought to the notice of the concerned authorities for
undertaking remedial measures as per the relevant guidelines issued by the Central Government in this regard.

The proposals on forest land under litigation or sub-judice on account of an issue pertaining to the Indian Forest
Act, 1927 (16 of 1927), Local Forest Act or said Adhiniyam shall be dealt as per the judgements or orders of the
Courts or Tribunals in such cases and the date of applicability of the Adhiniyam in such lands shall be in
accordance with the direction, if so, passed by the Courts/Tribunals.

The legal status of the forest land proposed to be used for survey shall remain unchanged.

The State Government or Union territory Administration shall provide a copy of the approvals given under
sub-section (2) of section 2 of the said Adhiniyam and shall also furnish, the details of proposals and such
orders, as and when sought by the Central Government for information, record and monitoring.

The Regional Office of the Ministry, based on the available information provided by the State Government or
Union territory Administration or as available on PARIVESH portal, can carry out monitoring of such proposals
or works for compliance of relevant provisions of the said Adhiniayam and action taken thereunder.

The Central Government under section 3C of the said Adhiniyam may further clarify or issue directions to the
State Government or Union territory Administration or to any organisation, as may be necessary with respect to
these guidelines, for the implementation of the provisions of the said Adhiniyam.

[F. No. FC-11/61/2021-FC]
RAMESH KUMAR PANDEY, Inspector General of Forests
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